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Iran’s Islamic Revolution in Limbo: Continuation or Consolidation

Bahram Navazeni”

Abstracts

Islamic revolution of Iran's foreign policy took an
antagonistic stance vis-a-vis the status quo under the
influence of two factors; first, believing in the
universality of Islamic faith and an obligation of
propagating it worldwide and second, oppressing and
humiliating the superpowers as preservers of that
status quo. These two combined acted as boosters of
the revolutionary thought, connecting domestic and
international arenas, and recognizing the dictatorship
at home as the outcome and desire of the existing
world order, hence endeavoring to disrupt it with the
help of various defensive and offensive methods. The
new constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran
incorporated this active an offensive foreign policy,
which had no other aim but to unify the Islamic world
and expand God's rule throughout the globe under the
name of the continuation of revolution internally and
externally. This mission of the revolution, however,
caused panic in both the western and eastern blocs and
also among the so-called Islamic regional states,
forcing them to react violently against the Islamic
Republic of Iran, and creating hurdles in the way of
the Islamic revolution. From its earliest years of
victory, the Islamic revolution has been facing two
opposing trends, namely "continuation” inside and
outside with the result of turmoil in the newly
established system, and "consolidation" with the
necessity of compromising some of its principles. This
conflicting situation represented by two major but
contradictory branches of the government, i.e. the
provisional government and the Higher Revolutionary
Council, led to an in limbo situation for the revolution
for a span of time. This article tries to survey the
foreign policy turmoail in the post-revolution's early
phase and analyze the above-mentioned conflict and
its effects on Iran's foreign policy. By referring to
library resources and Iranian and American
personalities’ memoirs based on a descriptive-
analytical analysis, we have examined the effects of
this dual policy on the future trend of the Islamic
revolution's foreign policy.

Keywords: Islamic Revolution, Iran, Foreign
Policy, Continuation, Consolidation.
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