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Globalization and its Effect on the Transformation of National Security Concept;
the Islamic Republic of Iran's Experience
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Abstracts

National security has often been defined as national
units' ability to survive in international arena. In the
traditional approach to the concept, military threat
used to be considered as the major cause of
threatening national security. Consequently, efforts
were done by governments, especially third world
governments, to increase and boost their military and
defense potentials. After Cold War, new chapters
opened in regard to the world security perspectives,
which necessitated fresh outlooks about the concept
of "threat and security”. This revision resulted in the
development and growth of approaches to national
security that emphasized the multidimensional
quality of security and its formative and threatening
factors. In the new paradigm, next to military and
hardware variables, political, economic, social,
cultural and environmental variables have also been
considered as possible threatening factors against
national security. Thus, we are practically witnessing
a transition from a unilateral to multilateral
understanding of the issue.

This article, after providing a description of the
conceptual transformation of national security, tries
to analyze its equivalent trend in the Islamic
Republic of Iran in recent decades, moving from a
mere hardware type of understanding to more
multidimensional view as reflected in official upper
documents.

Keywords: Globalization, Security, National
Security, Conceptual Transformation, Islamic
Republic of Iran.
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